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about 200 fathoms are found. There the sea floor drops rapidly to the Pacific Deeps,
parts of the western slopes of Vancouver Island and the Queen Charlotte Islands lying
only four miles and one mile respectively from the edge of the declivity. These great
detached land masses are the dominant features of the Pacific marginal sea. As is to be
expected in a region so irregular in hydrographic relief, shoals and pinnacle rocks are
numerous, necessitating cautious navigation.

Subsection 4.—Islands

The largest islands of Canada are in the north and all experience an Arctic climate.
The northern group extends from the islands in James Bay to Ellesmere Island which
reaches 83°07'N. Those in the District of Franklin lie north of the mainland of Canada
and are generally referred to as the Canadian Arctic Archipelago; those in the extreme
north—lying north of the M’Clure Strait~Viscount Melville Sound-Barrow Strait—
Lancaster Sound water passage—are known as the Queen Elizabeth Islands.

On the West Coast, Vancouver Island and the Queen Charlotte Islands are the largest
and the most important but the coastal waters are studded with many small rocky islands.

The Island of Newfoundland forming part of the Province of Newfoundland, the
Province of Prince Edward Island, Cape Breton Island forming part of the Province of
Nova Scotia, Grand Manan and Campobello Islands forming part of the Province of New
Brunswick and Anticosti Island and the Magdalen group included in the Province of
Quebec are the chief islands off the East Coast.

Notable islands of the inland waters include Manitoulin Island (1,068 sq. miles in area)
lying in Lake Huron, the so-called Thirty Thousand Islands of Georgian Bay and the
Thousand Islands in the outlet from Lake Ontario into the St. Lawrence River.

6.—Islands over 2,000 Square Miles in Area
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Subsection 5.—Mountains and Other Heights

The predominant orographical feature in Canada is the Great Cordilleran Mountain
System which contains many peaks over 10,000 feet in height. The highest peak in Canada
is Mount Logan in the St. Elias Mountains of Yukon Territory, which rises 19,850 feet
above sea level. The highest elevations in all parts of the country are shown in Table 7 in
feet above mean sea level.



